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taxes take more of an average household’s
income than food, clothing and shelter. The
Climate Treaty will address that complaint
in several ways.

Given the emission caps which would be re-
quired by the year 2010, and using main-
stream economic assumptions, personal in-
comes will go down. In my home state of
Ohio, real income per capita will drop almost
10 percent, so with no change in our income
tax rates, taxpayers will pay less. This will
squeeze the State, but we should be able to
make up the roughly two percent shortfall in
tax revenues.

The good news does not stop with the re-
duction in income, and therefore income
taxes. Housing and food prices will go up
about 10 percent, and the cost of clothing
will go up along with all other manufactured
goods. Some skeptics will argue that the in-
creased cost of the necessities should be ac-
counted for as taxes, but we will at least
have the appearance of a change in the rela-
tionship of taxes versus basics.

Third, we should see some public health
benefits from this proposal. Service jobs are
usually less hazardous than manufacturing
jobs, so those among the 34,000 Ohioans who
lose their manufacturing jobs but exchange
them for service jobs may thereby find work
where they are less likely to suffer on-the-
job injuries. This may not compute, because
total employment is projected to fall by
more than 58,000 jobs, but even so, workers
are surely safer sitting at home than going
into the perilous workplace.

And these fortunate Ohioans will be en-
couraged to improve their health in other
ways. Many will almost certainly choose to
exercise more, at least during the winter, be-
cause their household energy bills will be
nine hundred to eleven hundred dollars high-
er, so they will have to keep moving to stay
warm. With food costs up nearly ten percent,
meat consumption should go down, still an-
other benefit.

Fourth, increasing the cost of gasoline by
fifty cents a gallon will surely reduce expo-
sure to highway accidents. If people cannot
afford to drive, they are less likely to be
hurt as long as they do not walk on the road.

I would like to wrap up my remarks with
a political comment. With the benefit of 20–
20 hindsight, it is clear that President
George Bush made at least two mistakes in
his presidency, both having to do with the
timing of major events. First, he should not
have won the Gulf War so long before he had
to run for re-election—the 1992 outcome
would quite likely have been different if he
had still had his post-war approval ratings in
the 90’s. Second, he should not have signed
on to the Democratic Party’s tax increase so
close to the election. President Clinton cer-
tainly learned from that mistake!

But on the global warming subject, Presi-
dent Bush was right on the money in 1992
when he agreed to voluntary, not mandatory,
CO2 caps, and to continued scientific scru-
tiny of the warming phenomenon to see what
future action would be indicated, what ac-
tion would work, and what action would be
worth what it cost.
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Mr. EHRLICH. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise to
give due recognition to a venerable institution
in my district which recently had occasion to

celebrate its past and its future on the very
same day.

On October 25, 1997, the Joppa-Magnolia
Volunteer Fire Co. celebrated the opening of a
new main fire station at its Joppa, MD, loca-
tion. I was fortunate to attend the dedication
ceremony along with a number of community
and civic leaders. I was especially impressed
that the celebration occurred 43 years to the
day the first fire station was formally unveiled.

The Joppa-Magnolia Volunteer Fire Co. was
first organized in 1951. It answered its first call
of record on January 11, 1953, and went on
to respond to 32 fire and 32 ambulance calls
that year. The company has undergone signifi-
cant expansions over the years, but its essen-
tial mission—protecting the lives and property
of the citizens of Harford County—has not
changed.

Mr. Speaker, the Joppa-Magnolia Volunteer
Fire Co. is a welcome, permanent institution in
Harford County. The fanfare surrounding the
most recent groundbreaking indicates that,
while the fire company has a rich history of
accomplishment, its greatest contributions are
yet to come. These fine volunteer firefighters
will continue to serve the citizens of Harford
County, just as their predecessors have done
for four decades. Mr. Speaker, we can all prof-
it by their example. I offer the men and
women of the Joppa-Magnolia Volunteer Fire
Co. may very best wishes and congratulations
upon reaching this happy milestone.
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to re-
call the millions of Irish men, women, and chil-
dren lost to the tragic Irish famine of 1845–50.
This was one of the darkest chapters in mod-
ern history, and one that changed the face of
both the United Kingdom and the United
States as a result.

The Irish famine took as many as 1 million
lives from hunger and disease. It sparked a
huge wave of immigration as another 2 million
Irish fled, most of them to the United States.

Numbers such as these, however, are often
difficult to comprehend. I find that some of the
personal stories of the famine bring it closer to
home. Consider these tragic deaths reported
in the Cork Reporter of January 11, 1847:
Catherine Sheehan, a 2-year-old girl who died
the day after Christmas 1846 after eating
nothing but seaweed that last several days of
her life. John Driscoll, who fell dead of starva-
tion walking home from his job at a public
works project after 2 days of nothing but
boiled wheat. Michael Linehan, who died on
his way home from an adjoining town, where
he had gone to purchase food for his fever-
stricken mother and brother. Mr. Linehan had
had only turnip peels to eat.

These are but a few of the stories of the
famine. Many such stories will be recalled as
the Bergen County Council of Irish Associa-
tions holds a ceremony in solemn remem-
brance of those who perished in the famine
November 15 at the Bergen County Court-
house in Hackensack, NJ. Remarks will be of-
fered by Bishop Charles J. McDonnell, Father
Donald Sheehan, and Bergen County Execu-

tive William ‘‘Pat’’ Schuber, and others at the
Great Hunger Monument located next to the
courthouse. This ceremony will serve as a re-
minder that the disaster created by famines
still haunts the world.

During the Irish famine, a blight turned Ire-
land’s staple crop of potatoes to ruin. Over 1
million people died and millions others were
forced to leave their homeland to escape star-
vation. In 1847—the year known to Irish
around the world as ‘‘Black ’47’’—the famine
took its worst toll. As thousands died that
year, nearly 100,000 Irish immigrants left their
homeland and arrived in the United States.

The failure of the British Government in
London to provide immediate assistance has
been acknowledged as one of the factors in
the extent of the famine. Prime Minister Tony
Blair this summer offered this apology:

Those who governed in London at the time
failed their people through standing by while
a crop failure turned into a massive human
tragedy. * * * That 1 million people should
have died in what was then part of the rich-
est and most powerful nation in the world is
something that still causes pain as we reflect
on it today.

As I have noted, millions of Irish came to
the United States—seen as the land of plen-
ty—to escape the famine. Those who came
made up one of the greatest waves of immi-
gration in our history and permanently en-
riched our society and culture. Their hard
work, determination, and resilience helped fuel
the tremendous growth of our country.

The Irish quickly adjusted to their new home
and started to move up in society. From
tough, long hours in labor intensive jobs, Irish-
Americans entered professions such as edu-
cation, politics, and government service by the
turn of the century. They sent much of their
hard-earned money home to help families or
to pay for passage to America.

One area where Irish-Americans proved
themselves quickly was in service to their new
country. Many new Irish-Americans fought
bravely during the Civil War. In fact, 263 Con-
gressional Medals of Honor were awarded to
Irish-born servicemen, by far the largest num-
ber of any ethnic group. Subsequent genera-
tions carried this tradition into the Nation’s
other wars.

The hard work, determination, patriotism,
and valor of Irish-Americans has made a dis-
tinguished mark on American history. Their
contribution to our Nation will never be forgot-
ten. We only wish that it might have been bet-
ter circumstances that brought them here.
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Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, I join Senator
MURRAY this evening in recognizing Doug
Scott, a San Juan Island resident, who was
recently presented the Sierra Club’s highest
tribute—John Muir Award.

Despite differing with him and the Sierra
Club on a number of issues, I really appre-
ciate his willingness to work with all interest
groups and beliefs to solve environment prob-
lems.

His work with the Northwest Straits Advisory
Commission, which Senator MURRAY and I
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